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F I S I O T E R A P I E JUNIE

MRS. A N G E L A  DEA CO N (nee BODOANO) 

M .C.S.P. D ip T.P.

A ngela D eacon, b e tte r known to her m any stu ­
dents in South A frica as Miss Bodoano., died on 
5th Jan u ary  1981 aged 79 years.

A ngela’s physio therapy  career was a long and 
dedicated one, beginning way back in 1929 at 
M anchester R oyal In firm ary . We rem em ber he r as 
P rincipal o f P re to ria  College of Physiotherapy, 
which post she held  from  1957 to 1963. Angela, 
though retiring by nature , considerate and helpful 
to all, was ju st the right person fo r P re to ria  at 
th a t stage o f its developm ent. She brough t her 
experience and determ ination  and h e r great belief 
in the fu tu re  of Physio therapy, and quietly  but 
efficiently  guided Pre to ria  College of Physio­
therapy in its early  days.

In 1963 A ngela retired  from  the physio therapy 
scene to  m arry  a life-long friend, C lifford  D eacon. 
She becam e a proud housew ife and  keen gardener 
like her husband and  they shared 17 happy  years.

In  1979 they paid a short visit to South  A frica 
and it was lovely to see them  bo th . U nfortunate ly  
they were beginning to feel their age and were 
no t able to travel m uch in this vast land, con­
sequently  Angela did no t see everyone she would 
have wished to see.

W e will m iss you A ngela and ou r sincere 
sym pathy to C lifford.

A fund is to be opened in m em ory of Miss 
B odoano. A nyone wishing to con tribu te  should 
send a cheque (payable to A ngela B odoano 
M em orial Fund) to

M iss M. H. H oyle M CSP.,
P hysio therapy  D epartm ent,
Salford R oyal H ospital,
C hapel Street,
SA L FO R D  760G EP.

B.L.

MISS M ARG ARET H . S. ROPER

Physio therapy  in South A frica  has lost a great 
friend and valiant teacher in the death  of 
M argaret R oper.

B efore com ing to South A frica to set up the 
D ep artm en t of Physio therapy  a t the U niversity of 
C ape Town she had had a d istinguished career in 
her chosen profession in B ritain. She contributed  
m uch to the developm ent o f physio therapy  a t a 
tim e when it was em erging from  the M assage and 
Swedish R em edial Exercises era tow ards a dyna­
m ic and scientifically based profession.

She was a disciple of, and co llabora to r with, 
M rs. G u th rie  Sm ith, w ho added  Suspension 
T herapy  to our syllabus and whose book “ R ehabi­
litation , R e-education  and R em edial E xercises” 
becam e one of the physio therap ist’s forem ost text­
books. L ater M iss R oper and M iss H ollis brought 
this book up to da te  in the volum e “ Suspension 
T herapy  in R eh ab ilita tio n ” .

M arg are t R oper held some o f the forem ost posts 
in Physio therapy  in the U .K ., being H ead  of the 
School o f Physio therapy  a t the R oyal V ictoria 
In firm ary  in N ew castle-on-Tyne in the Jate 1940’s. 
In the early  1950’s she was on the H eadquarters 
staff of the C.S.P. in charge of Post G raduate  
E ducation . I t  was a t thos tim e th a t post-grdauate 
courses becam e po p u lar and physio therapy  started 
to m ove forw ard  in to  the new era of scientifically 
based m ovem ent techniques which have been pro­
gressing ever since.

T his was a trem endous challenge to M argaret

and  b rough t ou t all her powers o f p lanning and 
organisation  and resulted in an  excellently de­
signed and equipped D ep artm en t o f Physio therapy  
with spacious gym nasium s and practical room s for 
b o th  teaching students and treating  patients. 
U .C .T . was indeed fo rtunate  in finding som eone 
o f M argaret R o p er’s calibre; with he r drive and 
de term ination  she set the teaching D ep artm en t of 
P hysio therapy  a t U .C .T . on firm foundations and 
guided train ing  of students into ways where 
trad ition  was m arried  to enquiring and forw ard 
looking thought and investigation.

A nyone who has had dealings w ith M argaret 
R oper will rem em ber her, her personality  was no t 
one to  be forgotten . She was a lover o f life and 
enjoyed all the good things o f life in South Africa 
to the full. Swim m ing, walking and m ountain  
clim bing all gave her great pleasure and I  am sure 
that those o f us who were there  will never forget 
how  she celebrated her 60th b irth d ay  —  by clim b­
ing to the top o f the newly installed  ropes in the 
gynasium .

I feel she could be called one o f the  p ioneers 
o f physio therapy in South A frica. Strange that 
she and ano ther of the pioneers in this country, 
Angela B odoano, should have died within 6 weeks 
of each other. T hey were two grand cam paigners. 
Perhaps I can bracket those two together and say 
we rem em ber them  with pride. Tw o grand old 
ladies.

M .R .W .
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