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FORMATION OF A CHARGE PHYSIOTHERAPIST 
GROUP

A t the recent Council M eeting held in Septem ber this 
year permission was granted fo r the  form ation o f a  C harge 
Physiotherapist G roup  w ithin the South A frican Society 
o f  Physiotherapy. The object o f  this group will be prim arily 
to  discuss and form ulate policies in m atters concerning 
physiotherapy in hospitals. This need not be lim ited to 
Provincial H ospitals. The physiotherapist in charge o f the 
departm ent m ay be holding a  Senior, G rade I o r G rade II 
post. W here there is only one post a t a hospital the person 
appointed to  it, is the physiotherapist-in-charge. W here 
there are two G rade I posts bu t no Senior post, the person 
who has given longer service, and is therefore the senior 
person on the staff, is the physiotherapist-in-charge.

A n appeal is m ade to  all charge-physiotherapists who are 
m em bers o f the  S.A .S.P., to  write to  Miss B. W inter, 
College o f Physiotherapy, P. O. Box 437, P reto ria ., and 
indicate your interest in this proposed group.

Item s for discussion o r correspondence could eventually 
include such dom estic m atters as provincial salaries, 
uniform s, shoe allowance, prescription o f treatm ent by 
doctors, card  and filing system s, the latest techniques o f 
physiotherapy, etc., which do no t fall under the jurisd iction  
o f Council o r C entral Executive Com m ittee.

An interim  C om m ittee will have to be draw n up, and the 
form ation o f the G ro u p  finally ratified by Council a t the 
next meeting.

PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS’ REGISTER
Private Practitioners are advised th a t a new  and revised 

Private P ractitioners’ Register will be published in the  near 
future.

Please send in nam e, address and full details to  the  Private 
P ractitioners R epresentative:

Miss M. Emslie,
602, Van R iebeeck Building, Pretoria .

PRIVATE PRACTITIONERS’ ENQUIRIES
All correspondence concerning Private Practice and 

Private P ractitioners’ should be sent direct to  M iss Emslie 
a t the above address.

LETTERS TO  THE EDITOR
The E dito r, Physiotherapy,
D ear M adam ,

I hasten to  com m ent on  a  m atter published in the  jou rnal 
Physiotherapy, Vol. X IX , N o. 3, Septem ber, 1963, under the 
heading “ B ranch N ew s.”

T he N a ta l M idlands B ranch (I quote) “ was horrified to 
hear th a t D r. Mills regards physiotherapy as a non-essential 
service.”  W hile heartily  endorsing their h o rro r a t such an 
a ttitude, it should be poin ted  o u t clearly th a t D r. Mills was 
no t expressing his personal opin ion, no t speaking as Super­
intendent o f  the  Johannesburg  G eneral H ospital. H e was 
advising the C om bined Executive C om m ittee o f  C .A .M .P . 
regarding the  a ttitude  o f  the  D epartm ent o f  H ospital Services 
tow ards the  essential services required in a hospital.

T he a ttitude  o f this D epartm en t is th a t a  hospital m ust 
have (besides patients)— doctors, nurses (to  care for the 
patients daily needs, etc.), radiographers, dieticians and 
porters, bu t th a t a  hospital can function  w ithout physio­
therapists. T hat is the  reason why the salaries o f physio­
therapists in Provincial H ospitals are lower th an  those of 
nurses. D r. Mills advised the  meeting to  base their request

fo r increased salary scales on those scales recom m ended by 
the S.A. N ursing C ouncil, pu tting  them  slightly lower, in 
view o f the a ttitude  o f the D epartm ent o f  H ospital Services 
tow ards these two professions. Should we ask fo r scales 
equal to , o r higher than  those requested by the N ursing 
Council, such a  request should be accom panied by very 
sound and acceptable reasons why we consider o u r services 
equal o r m ore essential than  nursing. W e should also 
prove th a t the physiotherapist carries equal o r greater 
responsibilities th an  those o f a  nurse or sister o f equal 
grading. Should we disregard their advice, D r. Mills assured 
us from  his long experience th a t the scales would not be 
considered by the  authorities.

Therefore a  suggested scale was draw n up and subm itted 
to  C .A .M .P ., taking account o f D r. M ills’ advice, in order 
to have som e hope o f achieving success. The suggested 
scales, while a  considerable im provem ent on the present 
scale, is slightly below that recom m ended by the S.A. 
N ursing C ouncil. This requested scale was accom panied by 
a  m otivation, i.e. a statem ent containing the reasons for 
the request.

I  feel th a t the N a ta l M idlands B ranch have put forward 
som e very good argum ents, and suggest th a t these be 
incorporated  in the general salary m otivation subm itted to
C .A .M .P . I  also feel th a t they should address their remarks, 
no t to  D r. Mills, bu t to  the D epartm ent o f H osp ita  IServices, 
whose views he tried to  convey to  us so clearly.

I  would like to  th an k  D r. Mills for giving up an  evening 
in o rder to  help us in o u r deliberations on  salaries, and hope 
th a t his advice will prove profitable to  all physiotherapists 
in the future.

Y ours sincerely,
B R U N . W IN TE R .

O ctober 2nd, 1963.
T he Editor,

M ay I m ake use o f the Jou rna l to  convey to  my physio­
therapy friends and colleagues in South Africa, my very 
sincere thanks for the m any messages o f good wishes and 
congratu lations on my m arriage, and the gifts o f so m any 
beautiful and useful presents.

I t  is quite impossible to  th an k  individually all those 
physiotherapists who subscribed to  my “ K itchen T ea” 
and all the m embers o f  the  N o rth e rn  T ransvaal Branch 
for their lovely gifts.

M y five years in South A frica and the people I  m et and 
worked with, has been a wonderful experience and my 
years a t the P re toria  College o f Physiotherapy were very 
happy ones.

I feel th a t the profession has a wonderful future in South 
A frica and a  trem endous con tribu tion  to  m ake to  the 
country  at all levels, the atm osphere o f interest and 
enthusiasm  in all Physiotherapy G roups is stim ulating, 
and I  am  very happy th a t I  had the opportun ity  o f playing 
a sm all part in the work.

I canno t express to o  deeply the affection I have for the 
P retoria  College and D epartm ent o f Physiotherapy, an 
affection based on  the help, goodwill and co-operation  of 
bo th  staff and students.

Y ou probably  all know  th a t Council a t its recent meeting, 
bestowed on me a  life m em bership o f the Society. I  am 
fully aw are o f  the great h o n o u r the Society has paid me, 
and I find it difficult to  express my appreciation and thanks.

M y husband jo ins with me in sending good wishes to 
you all.

Y ours sincerely,
A N G E L A  D E A C O N .

I A r-y-G ob,
Trelaw nyd,

nr. Rhyl, N . W ales.
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