
GENERAL
W e welcome to  South  Africa, Miss M. J. Neilson, G eneral 

Secretary, W orld C onfederation o f Physical Therapy. An 
appreciation o f Miss Neilson will be found elsewhere in 
th is  Journal. A t the sam e tim e we extend a  welcome to  Miss 
Jennifer Hickling, M .C .S.P., w ho has com e to Pretoria  
th rough  the initiative o f the N orthern  T ransvaal Branch.

A nother recent arrival from  E ngland is Miss B arbara  
C ockersole w ho has jo ined the staff o f  the School o f  Physio­
therapy, U niversity o f  W itw atersrand.

Physiotherapy in South Africa should  benefit from  these 
three overseas visitors who each in their different spheres 
have m uch to  offer us. We hope they will all gain som ething 
from  us and enjoy their stay with us be it long or short.

Marriages:
Leonie K ling to Neil Porter on D ecem ber 12th.
V era A bouchabki to  H enrie Jacob.
R osem ary G reenw ay to  A d W egner.
Miss Colleen W est was m arried to M r.P a trick  Shuttlew orth. 
Miss E thna M iller was m arried to  D r. Fred W oodrich. 
Miss Bernice K atzen was m arried to  M r. Louie Bloom. 
Miss E. L eonard to  M r. Olie.
Miss I. M aritz to  M r. G . Sauerm an.
Miss E. R . Segal to  M r. H . W. Trokis.

Births:
T o M aurise and E leanor T aylor a son in Novem ber. 
T o  Uwe and E dda K roger (n£e B runn-M eyer) a  daughter 

on  D ecem ber 2nd.
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LETTER S  T O  T H E ED IT O R
T he Editor, Physiotherapy.
D ear M adam ,

D r. Mills and the Provincial H ospitals have a  very strong 
case for the reduction of Physiotherapy salaries to  that 
below the level o f the nurses. T h at is so long as the trend 
of thought persists th a t the w ork done on the W ards by 
Physiotherapists is, as an  adjunct o f nursing, m ore im portant 
to  that carried ou t in the D epartm ent.

I find m ore and m ore o f the young Physiotherapists 
look dow n on the w ork done in the D epartm ent. They 
consider they are saving lives on the W ards. M any consider 
themselves m ore im portan t either than  the D octors o r the 
Sisters, w hatever the H ospital A uthorities may th ink  of 
them !

H as D r. Mills however, forgotten that the low back pain 
is still one o f the m ost costly conditions th a t Industry  has 
in the loss o f m an ho u rs?  Is it no t a duty o f a  H ospital to 
provide a service for this type o f condition ?

A re we no t m ore on  a pa r with the professions o f Osteo­
pathy and Chiropractics in this particular field, with our 
T raction , M anipulation  and Spinal Corrective Exercises. 
Tw o professions who consider themselves on the level o f 
D octors o f M edicine ra ther than  on the level o f Nursing.

In  the field o f R ehabilitation , does no t Physiotherapy 
play a  m ost im portan t part. The Insurance Com panies in 
the U .S.A . realise that it can cut their costs in industry and 
traum atic injuries, therefore it has their backing.

Surely the Provincial H ospitals m ust realise the Physio­
therapists value to  the S tate in this field.

Finally in the field o f R ehabilitation  the O rthopaedic 
m echanic plays a  large part. B ut why cannot a  Physiothera­
pist, ever rise, however long she may stay in the service o f 
th e  Provincial H ospitals, to the salary level equivalent to 
the  scale o f O rthopaedic M anager? A gain where our value 
on  the W ards in T etanus and Pum p cases is generally 
accepted, why cannot a Physiotherapist ever rise to  the scale 
paid to  a  Principal L aboratory  T echnician?

Y ours sincerely,
B E R T R A M  G . M O TH .

T he Editor,
The South African Journal o f  Physiotherapy.
D ear M adam ,

“ W hat does the Physiotherapy Society do for m e? I pay 
my subscription year in and year ou t and w hat do  I get 
for it?  A nd now the subscription has been raised—I think 
I ’ll resign!”

How often have these thoughts been uttered by myself 
and my colleagues. B ut it is only in the last few m onths 
that I have had reason to  appreciate the m any wonderful 
advantages o f being a member.

The annual council meeting a t which all our branches 
a re  represented, plus correspondence th roughout the year, 
ensures contact with each individual active m em ber keeping 
them  in touch with m odern developm ents. O ur attendance 
and interest and the part we take in discussions all contribute 
to strengthen the organization because, for a  society to  give 
o f  its best it m ust have a  receptive m em bership ready to 
give o f their best as well.

O ur Society offers a  quarterly  jo u rn a l o f a high standard, 
and con tributions are  always welcome— let us help one 
ano ther by sharingour varied experiences through this medium.

T he protection of o u r profession against misuse by 
“ quacks” is a  m ajor concern o f our Society and the battle 
for the  com pulsory registration o f physiotherapists is slowly 
succeeding. This may sound like an old story bu t the active 
battle  continues. T he countless hours o f work by some of 
our w orthiest m em bers in drawing up m em oranda, draft 
bills, etc ., and consulting with governm ent officials is 
deserving of the highest praise.

H ow  do overseas personalities come to visit South 
A frica? A t whose invitation do  they travel those many 
miles to enlighten us on their particular subjects? Our 
treasurer m anages in som e uncanny way to  stretch the 
Society’s purse to an  unbelievable capacity covering these 
visits, refresher courses, and a host o f o ther activities, all 
o f which we m em bers find m ost enjoyable and beneficial.

Few of us feel satisfied with the salaries offered in provin­
cial hospitals—and who is there better able to fight this 
issue for us than  our well-established Society. However, 
for our part, som e constructive suggestions to the Society 
would, I  feel sure, be m ore effective than our vague moans 
to  none in particular.

T here  is organization a t Society level o f voluntary work 
e.g. geriatrics and paraplegic sport—any offers?!

T he m inutes o f the last council m eeting leaves us in no 
doub t o f the am ount o f w ork done for instance by sub­
com m ittees such as the eight branch com m ittees, the Blind 
G roup , the Private Practitioners G roup , all o f whom  work 
specifically for us. T hrough  the Society we are represented 
on various o ther com m ittees such as Cripple Care, National 
C ouncil for W om en, South A frican Paraplegic Games, 
A ssociation, N ational Council for the C are o f the Aged, 
A valon A ssociation, Param edical A ssociation, World 
C onfederation for Physical Therapy.

W ithout our Society our standard  would undoubtedly 
sink, because it is they who w ork continuously to  maintain 
the high level a t which we find ourselves today. South 
A frica’s acceptance on to  the world m ap in physiotherapy 
is purely as a  result o f  o u r staunchest workers. O ur strong 
contingent o f  19 delegates to the last W orld Congress of 
Physiotherapy is an  indication o f the enthusiasm  of members.

T he com parison is often m ade between subscriptions 
for m em bership o f the C hartered Society o f Physiotherapy 
and that for our Society. One should rem em ber that, 
whereas the C hartered  Society m em bership list runs into 
thousands, ou r Society is a  very m uch sm aller group. The 
subscriptions m ust, therefore, o f  necessity, be higher and 
we should not hesitate to  pay up gracefully so that we will 
go from  strength to strength.

Let each o f  us step forw ard with con tributions and 
suggestions—giving as well as taking and playing our 
separate parts in the jo in t build-up o f  an  even stronger 
professional group.

Y ours sincerely,
“ A once apathetic ordinary  member.”

March, 1964P H Y S I O T H E R A P Y
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