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LETTERS to the EDITOR
D ear M ada m , , , ,

I am  Sorry  th a t M iss B o d o a n o  h a s  based  her  le tte r in 
vo u r Ju n e  I960, issue o n  the  w ron g  p rem ises w hich one, 
un fo rtunate ly , m ust gain fro m  a  re p o r t  w hich  is a resum e 
o f  a  ta lk  and  th a t she con seq uen tly  drew  th e  w rong  con-

clU(JjynVery  definite op in ion  (n o t im press ion  as M iss B o doa no  
states) clearly  expressed  in the  ta lk — a nd  in p rin t— is th a t 
Physio therapy  is n o t  p rac tised  in the  best possib le  w ay  in 
E ngland and  in S ou th  A frica , and  n o t one  w o rd  w as said 
o r  im plied to  the  de tr im e n t o f  E nglish P h ysio the rap ists , 
as M iss B o doa no  states.

T h e  excellence o f  the  w ork o f  E nglish P h y s io th era p is ts—  
w ithin the  b ou n ds  o f  the ir  teach ing— n o t on ly prec ludes 
the possib ility  o f  a ny  d etr im e n ta l rem arks a b o u t th em , b u t 
also surely, needs no  a p o lo g ia  fro m  M iss B odo ano  o r  
anybod y  else.

O ver the  las t six years, I have  spen t fo u r  m o n ths, p ra c ti-
cally daily, v isiting every m a jo r  teach ing  ho sp ita l in L ond on , 
so th a t  1 am  fully  a cq u a in ted  w ith the  m a n n e r in w hich 
physio therapy  is app lied  an d  ta u g h t by Specia lists in Physical 
M edicine, o th e r  specialists, d o c to rs a n d  C .S .P . T eachers.

M y critic ism , to  m en tio n  on ly  a few po in ts , is th a t in 
E ngland , (and  in S ou th  A fric a , w hich apes E ng land ) the 
study  o f  p h ysio therapy  is n o t co m p u lso ry  fo r m edica l 
stu de n ts; com bined  w ard  ro u n d s  are  n o t h e ld ; (except a t 
T ara)  an d  research is p rac tica lly  non-ex isten t, in stron g  
con trast to  w h at is do ne  in the  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  1 v isited.

T h is  is the  very reason  w hy 1 de libera te ly  m en tion ed  the 
scathing  rem a rk  (n o t “ su p p o se d ”  re m a rk  as M iss B od oan o  
writes). T h is  re m a rk  w as m ade by a Specialis t in Physica l 
M edicine, w ho  has ideas a b o u t  o u r  sub jec t w hich a re  in 
keeping w ith w h a t is d o n e  in o th e r  co un tr ie s  I  have  visited 
(and  also  in the  U .S .A .), and  w h o  is n o t p re p ared  to  acce pt 
w hat has been  ta u g h t fo r  m a ny  g enera tion s w ith o u t an y  
scientific basis o r  con tro lle d  experim ents. D o e s his nam e
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m a tte r?  (I gave it to  M iss B o d o a n o  te lephon ica lly  and  
w hoever w an ts it m ay  have it w ith  p leasu re).

I d id  m en tion  in m y talk  th a t th e  fo u n d er o f  th e  ex cellent 
sc hoo l in Isra e l w as from  the  C .S .P . and th a t  she  had  
u n fo rtu n a te ly  deve loped  cance r a nd  had  to  r e tu rn  hom e.

1 com ple te ly fail to  u n d e rs ta n d  how  M iss B o d o a n o  
co nclu des th a t I  desp ise  the  C .S .P . teachers , because  I 
c ritic ised w ha t they  teach . 1 m a de  it c lear th a t m y critic ism  
app lies equally  to  us Specialists in P hysica l M edicine— 
obv iously , because  we lack m ore defin ite know ledge.

I  m uch  reg re t th a t  M iss B o do a n o  re gards m y re m ark s as 
“ p e tty  sha fts” . T h ey  w ere never m ean t to  be suc h , an d  
you , M adam  E d ito r , a n d  all the  o th e r  ph ys io th erap ists  w ho 
w ere p resen t a t  m y ta lk , ce rta in ly  did n o t ind ica te  th a t you 
regarded  them  as such.

B o th  in m y ta lk  an d  in p rin t, I  c learly  ind ica ted  th a t I  
c ou ld pe rfo rce  give o n ly  a superficial survey .

M y w illingness a t a ll tim es, to  give som eth in g  construc tive , 
as suggested by  M iss B o doa no , has been  w ell sho w n to 
you  a nd  y o u r  w o rth y  b ran ch  o f  M edicine.

S ure ly  the  finest w ay o f  giving enco urag em en t is n o t to 
indulge  in fu lsom e p ra ise , o r  u nderlin ing  th e  obv io u s, b u t 
is to  d ra w  a tte n tio n  to  ones sho rtcom ing s and  to  ind ica te  
how  these  a re  overcom e elsew here.

T h a n k in g  y ou  fo r a llow ing m e to  utilise  y o u r v a luab le  
space,

Y ou rs sincerely,

N o rm a n  K lass, M .B ., D .P h y s.M e d .

T o  the  E d ito r,

I am  w riting  on  b e h a lf  o f  the  U .C .T . S taff o f  the  D e p a r t-
m en t o f  P hysio th e rapy , to  c o n g ra tu la te  M iss A . M . B o d o a n o  
fo r h e r  s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  and  telling  le t te r  in the  Ju n e  issue 
o f  the  Jo u rn a l. W e all w ish to  en do rse  the  views expressed.

Y ou rs sincerely,

M a rg a re t H . S. R o p e r, M .C .S .P .
L ec turer in P hysiotherapy.
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