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Correspondence
F R E E  H O S P IT A L IS A T IO N

T o  the Ed itor ,  “ P h y s io th e ra p y , ”

In  yo u r  D ecem ber,  1948 editorial you  quote the 
a n sw e r  given  by  the T r a n s v a a l  P ro v in c ia l  Se c re ta ry  
in reply  to an inqu iry  on how the interests  o f  p h y s io ­
therapists  w e re  l ike ly  to be a f fected b y  the T r a n sva a l  
F r e e  H osp ita l isa t ion  Ordinance. T h is  rep ly  seem s to 
evade the po int ;  it tells us w h at  w e  a lre a d y  know. 
T h a t  “ the interests  o f  ph y s io therap ists  are  not 
a f fected . . .  b y  the O rd in ance” is quite true to-day, 
but the in q u iry  dealt  w ith  how th ese  interests  were  
“ l ikely  to be a f fected ,” a direct re ference  to the 
future. T h is  question remains unanswered, and the 
omission m a y  suggest  to some that the authorit ies  
p re fer  that ph y s io therap ists  should interpret their 
futures in the light o f  the fact that there  is funct ion­
ing to -d ay  an Ordinance, introduced and passed with 
the declared object o f  providing  all medical serv ices  
free.

A s  medical serv ices  include ph ysio therapy,  it seems 
impossible  not to conclude that w h en  the Ordinance 
is supplem ented and am ended —  as fu r th er  free 
facili ties are  provided —  the interests  of all ph ys io ­
therapists  will be seriously  affected. Is  it possible  to 
a rr ive  at a n y  o ther conclusion ?

In such c ircum stances ,  the T r a n s v a a l  P rovinc ia l  
S e c r e ta r y ’s reassurance ,  g iven  without indicating the 
logical processes  which led to his h ap py  conclusion 
is l ike ly  to be received as  w ishfu l  th inking, and in ter ­
preted as an attem pt to avoid the issue raised. It  is 
certa in ly  not at  all l ikely  to fo s ter  that spirit  of 
u nd erstand ing  and co-operation which is desirable  
and essentia l  betw een the P ro v in c ia l  Adm inistrat ion  
and, in this instance, the ph y s io th e ra p y  profession.

M uch time has passed  since the O rdinance and 
its possible  effects  becam e a topic o f  m ajor  interest,  
but even now it is not too late  fo r  an a n sw e r  to be 
given  to that question o f  “ the fu tu re”— with which 
m a n y  ph y s io th e rap is ts  are  g r a v e ly  concerned.

F r e e  H ospita l isa t ion  and all that it m eans  is actually  
w ith us now, and resistance  am o n g  physiotherap ists  
must not be presumed. B u t  w h ere  interests  and liveli­
hoods are  a f fec ted  b y  Pro v in c ia l  legislation, surely 
it is not a sk in g  too much that those m ost affected 
by the legis lat ion should be af forded e v e ry  assistance 
in fo rm u lat in g  the shape o f  th ings to come, so that 
they m a y  ad just  their  professional  lives  accordingly.

A  full s tatem ent from  the T r a n s v a a l  Provinc ia l  
A d m in is tra t ion  is th ere fore  s tron g ly  indicated. T h is  
letter  is w r i t ten  in the hope that you  will a f ford  the 
A d m in is tra t ion  both an invitation, and the space,  to 
c la r i f y  a position which, at its best, can only  be 
regard ed  as u nsa t is fa c to ry  and u nnecessar i ly  
indefinite.
21 ,  P a s te u r  C ham bers,  V .  A. R A T C L I F F ,

J e p p e  Stre et ,  Jo h a n n e sb u rg .  M .C .S .P .

A  copy of this letter has been forwarded to the 
Transvaal Provincial Secretary.— Editor.

C O R R E C T IO N
T o  the E d i t o r , . “ P h y s io th e ra p y , ”

In yo u r  D ecem ber,  1948 issue the report, “ I n te r ­
national C o n g re ss  on P h y s io t h e ra p y ”  contains an 
obvious m is ta k e  (p r in ter ’s e r r o r ? )  which should be 
corrected because  it can lead to confusion.

“ B e tw e e n  the degrees  o f  44-45 Cent. i.e. 93.3-05 
degrees  F a h r . ” is an obvious m istak e  to which I  am 
ta k in g  the liberty  o f  d raw in g  the attention o f  all 
readers.
Yeoville ,  N. F I N N ,

Jo h a n n e sb u rg .  Sp ecia l is t  Ph ysic ian.
W e  are indebted to Dr. Finn for pointing out this 

error. The correct temperatures should read, “44-45 
degrees Cent. i.e. 111.1-113 degrees Fahr.— Editor.

N A M E  O M IT T E D
T h e  name of the w r i te r  o f  the le tter  which appeared 

on page 8 o f  the D ecem b er  issue under the title, 
“ E x e rc i s e s  and the T i re d  B a c k ”  w as  omitted. T h e  
w r i ter  in question w a s  M r.  V. L e rm ,  of W indhoek, 
S o u th - W e s t  A fr ica .

W IT S . U N IV E R S IT Y  N O T E S

Instructional Staff.— M is s  P. C ra w fo rd ,  from  E n g ­
land, has replaced M iss  A .  Sh unn as lecturer  in 
e lectrotherap y.  <|

W h ils t  trave ll ing  to w o r k  on 28th Ja n u a r y ,  M iss  J .  
B la i r  and M is s  M. L im e r ic k  w e re  involved in a nasty  
car  accident.  T h e  fo rm er  suffered  four fractured  ribs 
and a collapsed lung and the latter  a frac tu re  o f  the 
left tibial spine. D espite  these  in juries, both girls 
resumed em p loym ent w ith in  two weeks .

M iss  L im e r ic k  has just  announced her engagem ent 
to M r.  J a s .  L e v y ,  an electrical engineer.

Students.— M iss  R .  van  W illick ,  a fourth-year ,  
student has announced her e n gagem en t to M r.  R. 
Ockse.

M iss  J .  Ser fonte in ,  a th ird -y e a r  student has 
announced her e n gagem en t to M r.  H . Edling .

M is s  R .  Fo u ch e  has been appointed as students ’ 
represe nta t ive  on the Jo u r n a l  Committee.

M iss  M. B a rk e r ,  M iss  M . Goulden and M iss  M. 
Nicol, wh o  recently  qualified, have gone on the tour 
of E n g la n d  and the Cont inent wh ich  w as  a rranged  
by  the N .U .S .A .S .  o rganisation . T h e  two first m e n ­
tioned have decided to rem ain in E n g la n d  to gain 
experience  in specialised b ranches  o f  physiotherapy.

B O O K  R E V IE W .
Techniques in Physiotherapy.

B y  F .  L. G R E E N H I L L ,  H o d d e r  &  Stoughton Ltd., 
1948. P r ic e  12s.  6d. 222 pages. 37 I l lustrations.

T h is  is the la test  technical book 0 1 1  phys io therap y.  
It is edited b y  a v e r y  exp erien ced  physiotherapist ,  who 
w a s  ass is ted  b y  various  medical authorit ies  such as 
C. B .  H ea ld  on rheum atism  and arthritis ,  b y  J .  N. 
B a rro n  on burns and injuries  to the hand, and by  
J .  Colson on occupational therapy.

G e n e ra l ly  it is a valuab le  addition to our l iterature, 
and will remind us o f  m a n y  useful but forgotten 
physical methods o f  treatment. It has little new  to 
offer,  however.

S ince  the contributors  are of so high a standard, 
one tends to be critical o f  their  v iew s and one cannot 
accept all their  statem ents  at face value. Such opinions 
as, “ A n  antitoxic  posit ive ion such as zinc or s ilver 
can be applied for  the purpose o f decongest ion and 
to neutra lise  or rem ove the toxins w ithout increasing  
the g en era l  blood supply  at  depth,”  s im ply does not 
m ake sense.  U nscienti f ic  statem ents  o f  this sort 
detract som ew h at from  the value o f  the book, a w o rk  
otherwise  to be h igh ly  recommended.
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