The Role of Clinical Educators in
Physiotherapy Clinical Education:
The Student’s Perspective

ABSTRACT: Backgroundandaim: Clinical educatorsplay an important role
in the training of physiotherapy students as they spend most of their time in a , .
clinical setting. Clinical educators facilitate the integration of theoretical and DIMO AT, PHASWANA TP
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practical components ofphysiotherapy education with actual patients in a real
life situation. The aim of the study was to establish the clinical educator? role
as perceived by students. Methods: Descriptive survey methods utilising a close ended questionnaire were used
to collect datafrom students. A study sample of 80 students was used. Data collected were analysed using the SAS
statistical program.
Results: Orientation was cited as the most important role ofthe clinical educator (94%), by the respondents. Teaching
activities were the second most important category ofthe clinical educators role (75%). Assessment was the next cate-
gory considered toform part of clinical educator’ role. Communication were not considered to be part of clinical
educators role.
Conclusion: The students perceive orientation, teaching and assessment ofperformance activities to constitute the
role of the clinical educator . Communication activities were rated not toform part of the clinical educators role.
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