
SEPTEMBER 1979 P H Y S I O T H E R A P Y 59

MRS MOLLY LEVY —  PRESIDENT 
SOUTH AFRICAN SOCIETY OF PHYSIOTHERAPY

M rs  L ev y  w as  e lec ted  P re s id e n t  o f  the  S oc ie ty  at 
the  N a t io n a l  C o u n c i l  M e e t in g  he ld  in C a p e  T o w n  in 
A pr i l  1979. By u n a n i m o u s l y  e lect ing  he r  to  th is  office, 
the  h ighes t  o f  the  Soc ie ty ,  the  P h y s io th e ra p is t s  o f  S o u th  
A fr i c a  e xpre ssed  th e  e s teem  w i th  w h ic h  th ey  rega rd  
her.

T h is  is the  first t im e  th a t  a  P h y s io th e ra p is t  had  he ld  
th is  p o s i t io n  s ince  th e  a d o p t io n  o f  th e  p re sen t  C o n s t i ­
tu t io n  o f  th e  S o u th  A f r i c a n  S oc ie ty  o f  P h y s io t h e ra p y  
in 1955. E a r l y  in 1948 M rs  L ev y  w a s  e lected  a m e m b e r  
o f  the  then  C e n t r a l  E x e c u t iv e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  S o u th  
A f r i c a n  S oc ie ty  o f  P h y s io th e ra p is t s .  F r o m  1949 to  1951 
she  w as  the  a ss is tan t  G e n e r a l  S e c re ta ry  o f  the  Socie ty .
F o l lo w in g  the  c h a n g e  o f  the  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in 1955 she  
w a s  e lec ted  H o n o r a r y  G e n e r a l  S e c re ta ry  o f  the  S o u th  

hfcfrican S oc ie ty  o f  P h y s io th e ra p y ,  a  p o s i t io n  she  he ld  
p n t i l  1969 w hen  she  was e lec ted  F i r s t  V ic e -C h a i rm a n .
F r o m  1973 to 1979 she  he ld  the  p o s i t io n  o f  N a t io n a l  
C h a i r m a n .  D u r in g  these  years  the  S oc ie ty  g rew  in 
s tren g th  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  in m a n y  im p o r t a n t  w ays ,  ra is ing  
the  s ta tus  o f  th e  p ro fe s s io n  in th is  co u n t ry .

O n e  o f  the  m o s t  fa r - r e a c h in g  d e v e lo p m e n t s  w as  the  
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  P ro fes s io n a l  B o a rd  o f  P h y s io ­
t h e ra p y  in 1973. M rs  L evy w as  e lec ted  V i c e - C h a i rm a n  
o f  the  F i r s t  B o a rd  a n d  C h a i r m a n  o f  the  sec o n d  B o ard  
e lected  in 1978. M rs  L evy  p lay ed  a  lea d in g  ro le  in the  
a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  c o m p u l s o r y  r e g i s t r a t io n  f o r  phys io -  
tn e ra p is ts  a n d  in the  e s t a b l i sh m e n t  o f  p re sc r ib e d  a rea s  
t o r  p h y s io th e ra p is t s .  U n d e r  h e r  c h a i r m a n s h ip  o f  the  
Soc ie ty ,  g re a te r  re p re s e n ta t io n  w as  a f fo rd ed  all  m e m b e rs  
th ro u g h  the  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  
o f  R e p re sen ta t iv e s ,  w h i c h  m ee ts  tw ice  a  year ,  a n d  the  
fo r m a t io n  o f  S pec ia l  In te r e s t  G r o u p s  w i th in  the  Socie ty .

W h i le  h o ld in g  h e r  v a r io u s  offices in  th e  Soc ie ty ,
M rs  L evy a c t ive ly  p r o m o te d  c o n t in u in g  e d u c a t io n  by 
he r  sk i l l fu l  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  visits  by  ov e rse as  lec turers .
A k e y n o te  o f  these  to u rs  w as  th a t  the  s m a l le r  b ra n c h e s  
o f  the  S oc ie ty  w e re  a lw ays  inc luded .  M rs  L ev y  has 
a lw a y s  p lay ed  an  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  n o t  o n ly  in n a t io n a l  
bu t  a lso  in in te rn a t io n a l  p h y s io th e ra p y  affairs .  Be tw een 
1959 a n d  1974 she  w as  o u r  v o t in g  de le g a te  on  the  
W o r ld  C o n f e d e r a t io n  o f  Phy s ica l  T h e r a p y ,  a t t e n d in g  

j n a n y  m ee ting s  in v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  th e  w o r ld .  In  1974 
m e  w as  e lected  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  E x e c u t iv e  C o m ­
m i t t e e  o f  W .C .P .T .  D u r i n g  these  ye ars  she  e a rn e d  th e  
very  real  respect  o f  h e r  co l leagu es  in W .C .P .T .  T h e  
S o u th  A f r i c a n  So c ie ty  o f  P h y s io t h e r a p y  co u ld  ha v e  no  
b e t te r  e x a m p le  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l i sm  a n d  s erv ice  than  
th a t  o f  o u r  P res iden t .
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