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W ORLD CONFEDERATION of PHYSICAL THERAPY 
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Excerpts from President's M essage

“ T h e  life o f  an  In te rn a tio n a l B o d y  such  as the  W .C .P .T . 
will a  g rea te r  p a r t  o f  th e  tim e pass by  w ith o u t m u ch  a tte n tio n  
from  ind iv id u a l p h y sio th erap is ts .

N a tu ra lly  th e  officers w ho  have the  da ily  w o rk  (a t H e a d ­
q u a rte rs) h o p e  fo r an d  d ream  o f  th e  d ay  w hen  th e  W .C .P .T . 
becom es fam ilia r  to  a ll p h y sio th e rap is ts  to  such  an  ex ten t 
th a t they  feel an d  k n o w  th a t  they  them selves a re  a  v ital 
p a r t o f  the  W .C .P .T .;  th e  sam e is— I  am  su re— th e  w ish 
th a t all n a tio n a l o rg a n isa tio n s  have w ith  regard  to  th e ir  
ow n m em bers.

F o rtu n a te ly  o n e  o f  th e  a im s an d  o b jec tives o f  the  
W .C .P .T . is to  a rra n g e  C ongresses • a t  reg u la r  in tervals 
and  w ith  each  C on g ress m o re  an d  m o re  p h y sio th e rap is ts  
will have th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  en jo y in g  th e  full p riv ilege 
o f  be long ing  to  a  p ro fessio n a l g ro u p  sp read  o u t in a lm o st 
all p a r ts  o f  th e  w orld . D u rin g  th e  C ongress-w eek  w e tak e  
p a rt in  a  co m m o n  w ay o f  life . . . an d  w hen w e re tu rn  
hom e b rin g in g  back  o u r  experiences an d  a  feeling  o f  p ro ­
fessional fellow ship , th e  first seed o f  th e  value  o f  the  
W .C .P .T . is sow n.

T h e  ac tiv ities o f  th e  W .C .P .T . w ill need tim e b efo re  they  
can  expand  to  full size, an d  in th e  b eg inn ing  w e c a n n o t 
expect to  fulfil th e  o b lig a tio n s  w hich  r ig h tly  sh o u ld  be 
placed u p o n  us. T h e  p lan n in g  o f  w o rk  is lim ited  by o u t­
side fac to rs  an d  by c o n d itio n s  w ith in  th e  C o n fed e ra tio n

itself. O ne o f  these c o n d itio n s  w ill be econom ics . N o  
o rg a n iz a tio n , n a tio n a l o r  in te rn a tio n a l., c an  w o rk  w ith o u t 
m oney , an d  you  c a n n o t d em an d  m o n ey  u n til you  have 
gained  a  ce rta in  a m o u n t o f  in te re s t an d  confidence in a 
p ro je c t w h a tev er it m ay  be.

T h is  w as n o t fo rg o tte n  w hen  a t  th e  in au g u ra l m eeting  
th e  a n n u a l su b sc rip tio n  w as fixed a t  a  very  m o d es t sum .

In  th e  p as t years  we have been very  fo r tu n a te  to  have 
o n e  M e m b er-o rg an iza tio n  w hich  has v o lu n ta rily  assum ed 
the  b u lk  o f  th e  financia l b u rd en .

N o w  w e have realized  th a t  a  new  financial p o licy  m ust 
be es tab lish ed .

Som e m o n th s  ag o  all M e m b er-o rg an iza tio n s  received 
fro m  th e  H o n . S ecre ta ry  a  m em o ra n d u m  w hich exp la ined  
in d e ta il th e  financia l p o sitio n  o f  th e  W .C .P .T . a n d  in ­
d ica ted  th a t  su g gestions fo r  ch an g in g  the  su b sc rip tio n  
to  a  per c a p ita  fee will be p u t fo rw ard  a t th e  G en era l 
M eetin g  1963. R e a liz in g  th a t  a  co n so lid a tio n  o f  the  
W .C .P .T . financia l p o sitio n  o u g h t to  tak e  place befo re  
1963 th e  m e m o ra n d u m  co n c lu d ed  w ith  a n  ap p ea l to  all 
M e m b e r-o rg a n iz a tio n s  to  ta k e  a c tio n  to w ard s  rea liza tio n  
o f  th e  p e r  c ap ita  schem e a t  th e  ea rliest possib le  m o m en t 
by  o b ta in in g  c o m m itm en ts  f ro m  th e ir  g o v ern in g  b o d ies 
an d  in fo rm in g  th e  H o n . S ecre ta ry  as to  th e  resu lt.

“ O n ly  w ith  th is in fo rm a tio n  c a n  th e  E xecu tive  p lan  its 
w o rk  fo r  th e  nex t fo u r  y e a rs’ an d  I  ho p e  p re lim in a ry  steps 
a re  a lread y  ta k e n .”

R u d ie  A g e r s n a p ,  President.

get valuable assistance during  convalescence; with the a id  o f a 
commode and wheel chair hired fro m  Clinical Emergencies

Telephone 23 -8 585  Osier Chambers
23 -9 039  cor. Jeppe & Delvers Sts.

After Hours 2 3 -8 585  Johannesburg
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